
 
Penny From Heaven * 
Jennifer Holm 
Level T 
 
As she turns twelve during the summer of 
1953, Penny gains new insights into herself 
and her family while also learning a secret 
about her father’s death. 
 
Out of My Mind * 
Sharon M. Draper 
Level T 
 
Eleven-year-old Melody has a photographic 
memory. Her head is like a video camera that 
is always recording. Always. And there’s no 
delete button. She’s the smartest kid in her 
whole school – but no one knows it.  Most 
people don’t think she’s capable of learning, 
and up until recently her school days consisted 
of listening to the same preschool-level 
alphabet lessons again and again and again. If 
only she could speak up, if only she could tell 
people what she thinks and knows . . . but she 
can’t because Melody can’t talk. She can’t 
walk. She can’t write. 
 
The Name of the Book is Secret * 
Pseudonymous Bosch 
Level U 
 
Cassandra and Max find a missing magician’s 
notebook and start to investigate the fire 
which burnt down Max’s house and his 
mysterious “symphony of smells”. 
 
 
*Denotes books available at the Garden 
City Library on OverDrive as a 
downloadable audio book.  
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Rules * 
Cynthia Lord 
Level R 
 
Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a 
normal life, which is nearly impossible 
when you have a brother, David, with 
autism.  The family revolves around his 
disability.  She’s spent years trying to 
teach him the rules – from “a peach is not 
a funny-looking apple” to “keep your pants 
on in public” – order to stop his 
embarrassing behaviors.  That summer 
Catherine makes two new friends, Kristi 
and Jason, a paraplegic boy.   It’s 
Catherine’s own shocking behavior that 
turns everything upside down and forces 
her to ask: What is normal? 
 
The Penderwicks * 
Jeanne Birdsall 
Level S 
 
While vacationing with their widowed 
father in the Berkshire Mountains, four 
lovable sisters, ages four through twelve, 
share adventures with a local boy, much to 
the dismay of his snobbish mother. 
 
The Magician’s Elephant * 
Kate DiCamillo 
Level T 
 
When a fortuneteller’s tent appears in the 
market square of the city of Baltese, orphan 
Peter Augustus Duchene knows the questions 
that he needs to ask: Does his sister still live? 
And if so, how can he find her? The 
fortuneteller’s mysterious answer (an elephant! 
An elephant will lead him there!) sets off a 
chain of events so remarkable, so impossible, 
that you will hardly dare to believe it’s true.   
 
 
 
 

If you have an avid reader and need additional 
summer titles the following websites are 
additional resources for your child to pursue their 
love of reading.   
 
www.storylineonline.net – Sponsored by the 
Screen Actor’s Guild.  This website features SAG 
members reading books aloud online! 
www.bookadventure.com – This website  
contains over 7,000 titles. Students can also test 
their knowledge after completing the book by 
taking the online quiz and earn some cool prizes. 
www.ala.org 
http://imaginationsoup.net/best-books-7-year-
olds/ The following link has suggested book titles 
for all age levels for your avid reader. 
 
 
George’s Marvelous Medicine * 
Roald Dahl 
Level P 
 
George is alone in the house with Grandma. The 
most horrid, grizzly old grunion of a grandma 
ever.  She needs something stronger than her 
usual medicine to cure her grouchiness.  A special 
grandma medicine, a remedy for everything.  
George knows just what to put into it.  Grandma’s 
in for the surprise of her life-and so is George 
when he sees the results of his mixture! 
 
Crenshaw * 
Katherine Applegate 
Level Q 
 
Crenshaw is a cat.  He’s large, he’s outspoken, 
and he’s imaginary.  He has come back into 
Jackson’s life to help him.  But is an imaginary 
friend enough to save this family from losing 
everything?  
 
 

Entering 
Grade 5 

Summer presents a wonderful 
opportunity for students to relax, focus 
on personal interests and enjoy their 
leisure time.  It is equally important, 
however, for children to maintain the 
grade-level skills learned during the 
school year.  With this in mind, the 
elementary schools in the Garden City 
School District are strongly 
recommending student participation in 
the following summer activities for the 
current second, third, and fourth grade 
students. 
 
 
 

Reading 
 
We recommend each student read at 
least one book from the suggested 
reading list.   
Your child will be participating in a 
“Book Talk” during the month of 
September based on the book read.  
Garden City Library and local book 
stores have been notified of this list and 
should have the titles available. 

http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.bookadventure.com/
http://www.ala.org/
http://imaginationsoup.net/best-books-7-year-olds/
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